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desires in favour of some particular desire. Thus, in choice^.
the soul experiences limitation.
The search for absolute freedom, therefore, involves the
search for the ultimate purpose of the life of the individual
—Parama Purusharth^a. This is the positive aspect of
liberation. This ultimate purpose is hidden by the surging
of diverse desires, which dominate the stream of conscious-
ness. However, it is a mistake to think that desires are
mere obstacles; for, they can, if intelligently handled, be
turned into so many avenues, which indirectly lead to the-
ultimate goal by bringing about multiform experiences and
thus creating opportunities for a real understanding about
the Telos of life.
Therefore, a purely negative method, which shuns life
and its experiences will not lead the individual to the per-
ception or the realization of the goal of life. But if the
individual accepts and welcomes experience and digests
it through critical understanding, he can come closer to the-
final fulfilment of life. The capacity of an experience
for awakening the individual depends upon how rich and.
profound it is. The experience, which is most useful in
this connection, is the experience of love.  Mostly, the
experience is not strong enough to break down the walls of
the prison of consciousness, because it is clouded by different
factors like egoism, fear, jealousy or a selfish motive. But
if the power of love is freed from these encumbrances, it
can lead the individual to the final release and fulfilment.
th^ law o^ karma
The liirutations of consciousness can all be ultimately
traced to the effects of past actions (which include thought
and feeling), which give a specific shape and character to
the temperament of the individual. Just as the flow of
the river cuts its own bed, so also, the action of the

